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UPPER FORT GARRY



THE EVOLUTION OF THE SITE

ÅWhen the City of Winnipeg proposed to sell adjacent land for commercial 
development in 2006, the Friends of Upper Fort Garry was formed to 
preserve the entire site as a heritage park.
ÅIn 2008, the Friends of Upper Fort Garry were given 107 days to raise $10 

million in capital funds in order to save the site. They achieved their goal!
ÅOn June 1, 2009 the city transferred the title of the site to the Friends of 

Upper Fort Garryto develop a historic park and interpretive centre. The 
founding chair was the Hon. Peter M. Libaand the current chair is Dr. Jerry 
L. Gray
ÅIn 2010 The Manitoba Legislature passed the Upper Fort Garry Heritage 

Provincial Park Act which created a Provincial Park in the heart of the city!
ÅOn October 18, 2014, the Upper Fort Garry Provincial Park opened to the 

public.  



THE VISION



The North Side of the Park



THE HERITAGE WALL



WHY IS UPPER FORT GARRY HISTORICALLY 
IMPORTANT?
ÅArchaeological investigations have shown that as early as 6000 years 

ago Aboriginal peoples were trading at the junction of the Red and 
Assiniboine Rivers. 



LA VERENDRYE 

ÅIn the 1700s, Pierre Gaultierde Varennes, sieurde La Vérendrye
(1685- 1749) a French Canadian military officer, fur trader and 
explorer established Fort Rouge not far from the current Upper Fort 
Garry Site.
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ÅLƴ муннΣ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ōǳƛƭǘ CƻǊǘ DŀǊǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ Ǉƻǎǘ 

to service the Red River Settlement. 

ÅAfter a flood destroyed the fort (1826), Upper Fort Garry was rebuilt 
in 1835. 

ÅIn this period, the fort played a key role in the administration of the 
IǳŘǎƻƴ .ŀȅΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ 



THE BUFFALO HUNT

ÅUpper Fort Garry was a departure point for the Metis Red River Cart 
Brigades. Often the brigades had to travel as far west as Montana to 
find the buffalo.

ÅάLƴ WǳƴŜ муплΣ ŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ мΣсол ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ wŜŘ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ мΣ нмл 
ŎŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ рпн ŘƻƎǎΦέ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ wƻǎǎ



THE YORK BOAT BRIGADES

ÅThe Metis tripmen manned the York boats that used the river system 
systems of the Northwest from York Factory to the distant Athabasca 
region. 

ÅLeaving the Upper Fort in the spring bound for York Factory the boat 
brigades carried the products of the region to northern posts. 

ÅOn their return in the fall, the boats brought trade goods from York 
factory, English provision, agricultural equipment and mail. 


